The pathogenesis of diarrhea after bypass of the small intestine.
Certain aspects of the pathogenesis of the diarrhea after bypass procedures of the small intestine for obesity have been evaluated. In the late postoperative period, a significant increase occurred in fecal weight and in fecal bile salt and free fatty acid output. There was a significant direct correlation between fecal weight and fecal bile salt output. There was no significant correlation between fecal weight and fecal fatty acid output. This suggests that, after bypass procedures of the small intestine, bile salts play a more significant role in the pathogenesis of diarrhea than do free fatty acids.